




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































01	 Bangkok	 	 	 	
02	 Chiang	Mai	 	 	 	
03	 Chiang	Mai	 	 	 This	participant	was	lost	to	follow-up	after	he	
left	his	group	and	the	area.	
04	 Chiang	Mai	 	 	 	
05	 Chiang	Mai	 	 	 	
06	 Chiang	Mai	 	 	 	
07	 Pattaya	 	 	 Participant	lost	to	follow	up	after	she	left	the	area	
where	her	group	gathered.	
8	 Pattaya	 	 	 Participant	lost	to	follow	up	after	she	left	the	area	
where	her	group	gathered.	
9	 Chiang	Mai	 	 	 	
10	 Khon	Kaen	 	 	 	
	 Khon	Kaen	 	 	 	
12	 Khon	Kaen	 	 	 	
13	 Pattaya	 	 	 	
14	 Pattaya	 	 	 Participant	was	new	to	group	and	HIV	diagnosis.	
15	 Bangkok	 	 	 Participant	did	not	have	long	term	experience	in	
their	group	nor	leadership	experience.	
16	 Bangkok	 	 	 Participant	did	not	have	long	term	experience	in	
their	group	nor	leadership	experience.	
17	 Pattaya	 	 	 	
18	 Chiang	Rai	 	 	 	
19	 Chiang	Rai	 	 	 	
20	 Chiang	Rai	 	 	 	
21	 Pattaya	 	 	 Participant	did	not	have	long	term	leadership	
experience.	
22	 Pattaya	 	 	 Participant	did	not	have	long	term	leadership	
experience.	
































Participant	 	 	 Date	 
	 
……………………………..			………………………….	 

















































































Signature	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Date	 
 
Position	in	the	organization:	____________________________	 
 
Participation	in	this	PhD	research	project	by	your	organization	is	completely	
voluntary	and	you	are	free	to	choose	not	to	participate.	Should	you	not	wish	to	
participate	in	this	research	however	can	I	please	request	that	you	email	me	at	
sberry5@une.edu.au	to	let	me	know.	 
	 
Thank	you	very	much	for	your	consideration	of	this	request.	 
	 
Kind	regards,	 
Scott	Berry	 
PhD	Candidate	 
The	University	of	New	England	 
Student	No:	220077021		 	
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Appendix	5:	Information	Sheet	for	Participants		 
PhD	Research	Project:	Changing	the	Rules	 
I	wish	to	invite	you	to	participate	in	a	research	study	about	the	characteristics	of	
forming,	organizing	and	providing	peer	support	among	men	who	have	sex	with	men	
and	transgender	people	living	with	HIV	in	Thailand.	It	is	being	undertaken	as	part	of	a	
PhD	candidacy	by	me,	Mr.	Scott	Berry,	at	the	School	of	Health	through	The	
University	of	New	England	(UNE)	in	Australia.	My	supervisors	are	Prof	Victor	
Minichiello,	A/Prof	John	Scott	and	Dr	Yoni	Luxford	of	University	of	New	England.	 
• Prof	Minichiello	can	be	contacted	by	email	at	vminichi@une.edu.au	or	by	phone	
on	61	2	67733862.			
• A/Prof	Scott	can	be	contacted	by	email	at	jscott6@une.edu.au	or	by	phone	on	61	
2	6773	2116.			
• Dr	Luxford	can	be	contacted	by	email	at	yoni.luxford@une.edu.au	or	by	phone	
on	61	2	6773	2547.	
• I	can	be	contacted	by	email	at	sberry5@une.edu.au	or	phone	on	084	7012505.		
This	research	aims	to	better	understand	how	men	who	have	sex	with	men	and	
transgender	people	living	with	HIV	in	Thailand	form,	how	they	organize	and	how	
they	are	engaging	in	peer	support	in	their	local	communities	in	Thailand.	The	aim	of	
the	research	is	to	move	toward	describing	the	successes,	challenges	and	pressures	
on	civil	society	groups	of	men	who	have	sex	with	men	and	transgender	people	living	
with	HIV	and	to	contribute	to	understandings	of	community	systems	strengthening	
for	highly	stigmatized	groups.		 
The	inquiry	method	used	in	this	research	is	in-depth	interviewing	of	leaders	and	
advocates	within	Thai	networks	and	organisations	led	by	men	who	have	sex	with	
men	and	transgender	people	living	with	HIV	in	Thailand.	The	interviews	aim	to	
explore	the	experiences,	ideas	and	concerns	of	participants	in	relation	to	forming,	
organizing	and	peer	support	in	Thailand.		 
Potential	Participants	being	sought	for	interviewing:	 
• Men	who	have	sex	with	men	and	transgender	people	living	with	HIV;	and		
• Are	members	of	an	informal	group,	network	or	organization	led	by	men	who	
have	sex	with	men	and	transgender	people	living	with	HIV;	and/or...		
• Are	Directors,	managers,	team	leaders,	coordinators	and	peer	supporters	in	
these	groups,	networks	or	organisations;	and/or...		
• Are	leading	members	of	groups,	networks	and	organizations	led	by	men	who	
have	sex	with	men	and	transgender	people	living	with	HIV.		
As	well,	participants	need	to	have	experience	in	one	or	more	of	the	following:	 
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• Organizing	and	leading	events,	demonstrations,	support,	education	and	
information	forums;	and/or		
• Providing	peer	support	and	education	services	to	men	who	have	sex	with	men	
and	transgender	people	living	with	HIV;		
• Representing	men	who	have	sex	with	men	and	transgender	people	living	with	
HIV	on	Thai	government	committees	(national	and	provincial)	or	at	regional	or	
international	HIV	and	development	aid	meetings;	and/or		
What	is	involved?	 
Participation	in	this	study	involves	being	interviewed	no	more	than	twice	by	Mr.	
Berry.	The	interviews	will	take	approximately	2	to	2	½	hours	and	will	be	audio	
recorded.	The	interview	can	be	conducted	in	either	English	or	Thai	depending	upon	
your	preference.	Mr.	Berry	will	meet	you	at	a	place	that	is	convenient	to	you,	this	
could	be	at	your	organization	or	at	another	quiet	and	private	space	that	suits	you.	 
Participation	is	completely	voluntary.	If	you	decide	to	participate,	you	are	free	to	
withdraw	your	consent	from	the	project	and	discontinue	at	any	time	without	having	
to	give	a	reason	and	without	consequence	if	you	decide	not	to	participate	or	
withdraw	at	any	time.	 
The	voice	recordings	will	be	kept	in	a	locked	filing	cabinet	at	the	researcher’s	office.	
The	transcriptions	and	other	data	will	be	kept	in	the	same	manner	for	five	(5)	years	
following	thesis	submission	and	then	destroyed.	Only	the	investigators	will	have	
access	to	the	data.	 
It	is	anticipated	that	this	research	will	be	completed	by	the	end	of	2012.		The	results	
may	also	be	presented	at	conferences	or	written	up	in	journals	without	any	
identifying	information.	 
Is	there	reimbursement	for	costs?	 
Yes.	A	reimbursement	fee	of	500	Baht	per	interview	is	provided	to	cover	costs	
associated	with	your	participation.	 
Can	I	withdraw	at	any	time?	 
Yes.	You	can	withdraw	from	the	study	at	any	time	by	calling	Mr	Berry	in	Bangkok	on	
(02)	6340541	or	084	7012505	or	by	emailing	him	at	sberry5@une.edu.au.	You	can	
also	write	to	him	directly	at	PO	BOX	1028	Silom	Post	Office	Bangrak	Bangkok	10504	
Thailand.	 
Are	there	any	risks	if	I	participate?	 
There	are	no	known	risks	if	you	decide	to	participate,	nor	are	there	any	costs	for	
your	participation.	Your	participation	will	remain	anonymous	and	the	researchers	
will	maintain	your	privacy	by:	 
Removing	your	name	from	transcribed	interviews	and	replacing	it	with	a	number.		
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Removing	details	that	might	identify	you.			
Quotes	used	in	publications	about	this	research	will	not	include	identifying	details	
about	you.		
How	can	I	get	involved?	 
If	you	are	interested	in	participating	please	telephone	Mr	Scott	Berry	on	(02)	
6340541	or	call	his	mobile	on	0847012505.	You	can	email	him	
sberry5@une.edu.au.			
What	if	I	have	a	concern	or	a	complaint?	 
If	you	have	any	concerns	about	your	rights	in	this	study	please	contact	any	of	my	
supervisors.	Their	contact	details	are	listed	at	the	beginning	of	this	Information	
Sheet.	 
Should	you	have	any	complaints	at	all	concerning	the	manner	in	which	this	research	
is	conducted,	please	contact	the	Research	Ethics	Officer	at	the	following	address:	 
Research	Services	 
University	of	New	England	 
Armidale,	NSW	2351.	 
Telephone:	(02)	6773	3449	Facsimile	(02)	6773	3543	 
Email:		ethics@une.edu.au	 
The	Human	Research	Ethics	Committee	of	the	University	of	New	England	has	
approved	this	project.	The	Ethics	Approval	Number	is:	HE11/086.	The	University’s	
Ethics	Approval	is	valid	to	01/08/2012.	 
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